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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SUPER-EFFICIENT HOUSE OPEN FOR PUBLIC TOURS
Three Bedroom Home Guaranteed to Have Average Heating/cooling Costs under $30/month

April 2, 2010, Myrtle Beach SC—For two weekends in April, the public can get an inside look at a 2600 sq. ft. home projected to have heating/cooling energy usage averaging only $30 a month.  During the Green Technology Open House, builder Tom Baker of Impressive Green Buildings will be offering tours of this home and the various energy systems that he says make this the most efficient house of its size in South Carolina.
     “Once the drywall goes up, this home will look like almost any other house, but it won’t perform like one,” Baker says.  “We’ve maximized energy conservation and added very practical renewable energy components that will allow the owners to produce a portion of their electricity and hot water.”
     Right now, the house is humming with construction activity as workers apply the exterior finishes, put down the concrete driveway and sidewalks, and install the high-efficiency air distribution system.  By April 10th, however, the site will be cleaned up and visitors will be led on guided tours around the exterior and interior, minus drywall, to see first-hand the special features of the building.
     The house represents a three-pronged attack on the issue of energy efficiency:  conservation, clean air, and efficient energy generation.  On the conservation side, several characteristics work in conjunction to conserve energy:  exterior concrete form construction, spray-foam insulation and radiant barriers.  Contributing to both conservation and clean air is the specialized air distribution system which provides even air and improved indoor air quality.  By starting off with such an efficient structure, Baker says, not only can an owner prevent unwanted energy loss, but the builder also reduces the size and cost of the equipment required for heating and cooling.
     On the energy side, the house will feature several systems designed to reduce energy usage and generate a portion of the energy required for heating, cooling and hot water.  A geothermal heat pump will use the stability of the ground temperature to provide heating and cooling with much greater efficiency than conventional heat pumps.  Four solar thermal panels will keep an 80 gallon tank full of hot water in summer and winter.  The hybrid solar thermal system is also tied into the geothermal system in a way that allows Baker to take full advantage of extra hot water produced.  Electricity will be generated by a series of photovoltaic panels that are built into the roof of the Lanai, and according to Baker’s projections, should produce enough electricity to run the heating and cooling system.  The house will also feature a rainwater recovery system to reduce water use.
     Baker says his decision to show the house in this incomplete state is driven by the desire to make conservation and alternative energy accessible to the general public.  “Some of the feedback I get,” he says, “suggests that people are a little intimidated by alternative energy.  They see it as too unfamiliar, too expensive, not for them, not for now.  I want to show that truly high performance building is here now, available and affordable for the average person, especially with government tax breaks.”  He stresses the affordability of this type of construction and technology.  “Our guarantee of $30 a month for heating and cooling energy usage comes not from building a million-dollar system, but from proceeding thoughtfully and tapping the maximum potential of each component.”
     The Green Technology Open House will be held on April 10-11 and April 17-18, in Sago Plantation in The Legends.  Hours for all days are 12-5.  As part of the promotion for the event, Impressive Green Buildings is hosting a drawing for a solar thermal hot water system, including panels, installation and maintenance. 
About Impressive Green Buildings:

Impressive Green Buildings is a Myrtle Beach design-build company specializing in energy-efficient construction and renewable energy systems.  Established in 2008, Impressive Green Buildings offers residential and commercial clients a platform of integrated technologies to create homes and businesses that consume less energy, generate a significant portion of their own energy, and cost less to operate and maintain than non-green buildings.  This integrated platform approach increases energy efficiency by focusing on building envelope, air distribution, and renewable energy systems such as solar and geothermal.  For both new construction and retrofit projects, Impressive Green’s services include energy audits, system design, system installation, and a guarantee of projected energy savings.  Tom Baker, owner of Impressive Green Buildings, is a SC Licensed General Contractor, certified LEED-AP and Certified Green Professional.
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